Parapsychology Bulletin 


{ssued in connection with the Journal of Parapsychology, Duke University Press, Durham, N. C. 


Edited by Dorothy H. Pope 


Number 25 


February, 1952 


Rhodes University in Grahamstown, 
South Africa, has become something of 
a center of research in parapsychology. 
The work in this field is being done in 
the Psychology Department whose head 
is Professor E. H. Wild, 
and the principal re- 
search is being con- 
ducted by Mr. Maurice 
C. Marsh, Lecturer in 
Psychology. His project 
is an extensive long-dis- 
tance ESP experiment 
with drawings which 
was carried out between 
Grahamstown and Cape 
Town, a_ distance of 
about five hundred miles. 
Mr. Marsh has _ just 
made a two-month visit 
to the Parapsychology 
Laboratory, assisted by 
financial aid from the 
Laboratory and Rhodes 
University, so that he 
might discuss and ana- 
lyze the data collected 
during the tests. The 
following account gives a general de- 
scription of the experiment, the actual 
results of which will not be published 
for some time. 

Mr. Marsh started his work in 1947, 
Three hundred and seventy-one subjects 
participated, most of them students at 
Rhodes University, who were between 
seventeen and twenty-two years of age. 
The first thing they were asked to do 
was to make a list of fifty “easily drawn 
unmistakable objects” and to send the 
list to the experimenter. From the 15,842 
objects suggested, one hundred were se- 
lected which had been mentioned only 
once. These were written on slips and 
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put in a sealed box with a slot in the 
top. It was then arranged that each day 
for twenty-five days a sender, or agent, 
in Cape Town should shake two slips 
from the box and should make simple 
outline drawings of the 
two objects named. (The 
remaining fifty were 
used as controls in a 
later part of the experi- 
ment.) When the sender 
completed his drawings 
he locked them away so 
that no one else could see 
them or know what they 
were. Sometime during 
the ensuing twenty-four 
hours the subjects, or re- 
ceivers, in Grahamstown 
were to attempt to repro- 
duce his target drawings 
by ESP. In all, the sub- 
jects made 17,440 draw- 
which 


ings, have now 
been classified as- 
sessed to see whether 


they resemble the targets 
closely enough to be 
counted as “hits.” 

The aims of the experiment were: 
first, to find out if the subjects would 
score more hits than could be expected 
from chance; second, whether this scor- 
ing ability seemed to be related to any 
particular personality traits; and finally, 
whether the subjects’ rate of scoring 
could be improved by providing them 
with different kinds of “links” with the 
agent as the experiment progressed. 

To find out whether the subjects had 
in fact scored more hits than would be 
expected from chance, the fifty target 
drawings made by the sender were mixed 
with fifty other “control” targets—draw- 


i 


ings of objects named on the left-over 
slips in the locked box. he latter were 
equal in difficulty to the actual targets but 
they had not been used by the sender. 
The 17,440 drawings produced by the 
subjects were also shuffled or random- 
ized and then sent with the hundred tar- 
gets to three independent judges for as- 
sessment. It was the duty of these judges 
to match the subjects’ drawings against 
the hundred target drawings, without 
having any means of knowing which of 
the latter were actual targets used in the 
experiment and which were merely con- 
trols. 

The judges’ matchings gave more hits 
on the experimental targets than on the 
control targets, and the preliminary eval- 
uation shows that this difference is sta- 
tistically significant. Moreover, the sub- 
jects scored more hits on the experi- 
mental targets than would be expected 
from chance, here again to a statistically 
significant extent. The unique feature 
about the results is the fact that the sub- 
jects’ drawings tended to hit the fifty 
target drawings as a group rather than 
just the two targets selected for the day 
on which the drawings were made, 

To determine the success of the second 
aim of the experiment—that of finding 
out whether scoring ability was asso- 
with any particular personality 
traits—the subjects were given a battery 
of four personality tests: the Allport- 
Vernon Study of Values, the Pressey 
X-O Tests, the Washburne Social Ad- 
justment Inventory, and the Bernreuter 
Personality Inventory. It has been found 
that the high-scoring subjects in the ex- 
periment were significantly more extra- 
verted than the low-scoring group. The 
subjects also filled out a questionnaire 
dealing with their psychical experiences 
and their attitudes toward these; but this 
material has not been evaluated. 

The idea of establishing links between 
sender and receiver, suggested by the 
work of Whately Carington, was to de- 
termine whether the ESP process can be 


ciated 


facilitated by the use of common asso- 
them. The links in 
Marsh’s experiment were squares of color 
and pieces of a handkerchief belonging to 


ciations between 


the sender which were in the possession 
of each subject when he made his draw- 
ing. To test the efficacy of the links, the 
experiment was divided into five five-day 
sections: A, B, C, D, and E, and the sub- 
jects were divided into two groups: an 
experimental group and a control group. 

For Section A, neither the experi- 
mental subjects nor the control group 
were given any links with the sender at 
all. During Section B the sender had 
a different square of color on each draw- 
ing he made, and he endeavored in his 
thoughts to associate his drawing with 
this square of color. The experimental 
subjects were given squares of the same 
color and were asked to concentrate on 
them while they made their drawings, 
but the control group were given squares 
of the wrong color on which to concen- 
trate. Thus each drawing made by the 
sender was associated with a specific link 
in his mind, the same link being pre- 
sented to the experimental subjects and 
a wrong link being presented to the con- 
trol subjects. 

For Section C the experimental sub- 
jects were given a square of handker- 
chief which had once belonged to the 
sender who made the drawings, and the 
control group received a square of hand- 
kerchief totally unconnected with any- 
body concerned in the experiment. 

For Section D the experimental sub- 
jects were given a correct description 
and photograph of the sender, while the 
control subjects got incorrect information 
and a photograph of someone uncon- 
nected with the experiment. 

For the final section, E, the subjects 
were given the same materials they had 
in D. In order to make his associations 
more specific the sender again associated 
his drawings with squares of color, al- 
though this time these were not given to 
the subjects. 


To sum up, the experimental group 


were given correct links, the control 
group, incorrect links which they be- 
lieved to be correct. By this procedure 
it was hoped to get some evidence bear- 
ing on Whately Carington’s theory of 


K-ideas and on the function of objects 
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which 
tives. 

At the present stage of analysis it 
would seem that the scoring rate of both 
the experimental group and the control 
group improved as the experiment pro- 
gressed, the experimental group to a 
probably significant degree. The differ- 
ence between the two groups is not sig- 
nificant, and further analyses are needed 
before a final interpretation can be made. 

Most of the ESP experiments which 
have been carried out have been of the 


are “psychometrized” by sensi- 


type in which direct target hits alone 
were counted as evidence of ESP. If 
the subject was unable to focus his 


ability so as to get direct hits, he may 
have scored displacement hits to a nearby 
target, but if he went further astray 
whatever ESP he may have had was lost 
sight of. In Marsh’s experiment the hits 
were dispersed through the group of fifty 
targets and not just centered each day 
on the two the sender had drawn or even 
on those of nearby days. Added to what 
we already know about displaced hitting, 
this finding may extend in a most im- 
portant way our concept of ESP 
operates, 


how 


Another member of the Psychology 
Department at Rhodes, Miss May Bell, 
has been trying to evolve a satisfactory 
method of testing ESP ability by using 
a shuffling technique with a pack of ESP 
cards. She is especially interested, how- 
ever, in the theoretical and philosophical 
implications of psi, in trying to discover 
where it fits into the psychological pic- 
ture, and in finding out something about 
its usefulness to the personality. ‘The 
Journal of the American Society for Psy- 
chical Research is publishing an article 
by her along these lines in a future issue. 

The members of the Psychology De- 
partment staff at Rhodes feel that their 
students should be aware of the develop- 
ments in parapsychology and to this end 
they offer an introductory course of eight 
lectures which are given to third-year 
students who have already acquired a 
basic knowledge of normal and abnormal 
psychology. In addition to the formal 
lecture presentation each pair of students 


is required to perform an experiment 
with ESP cards as a part of their nor- 
mal year’s requirements in practical ex- 
perimental work and each must write an 
essay on some topic in parapsychology 
which especially interests him. 

Another investigator, Mr. Livingstone 
Maotsi of the South African Native Col- 
lege, Fort Hare, is inquiring into the 
“Ukutwasa” syndrome among the Xhosa. 
The Xhosa are a native tribe who believe 
that if a person begins to show certain 
personality aberrations called ‘Ukut- 
wasa” this is a sign that he should be 
initiated and trained as a witch doctor. 
Mr. Mgotsi is studying the cultural fac- 
tors surrounding the appearance of this 
syndrome in the individual and is hop- 
ing to present his report as an M.A. 
thesis in the Department of Social An- 
thropology of his college. 

General News 

The Committee of Advanced Studies 
at Oxford University has made a year’s 
grant to Mr. William G. Roll for the 
establishment of a small parapsychology 


laboratory at Oxford. Mr. Roll is a 
graduate student working on a_ thesis 


which deals with the philosophical impli- 
cations of ESP. The new grant enables 
him to carry out ESP experiments with 
the use of hypnosis. He will work under 
the supervision of Professor H, H. Price, 
who is also an active participant in the 
experiments, 

Dr. Alice Buck, an English psvehia- 
trist, has spent a month at the Parapsy- 
chology Laboratory. Her special in- 
terest is the integration of the research 
findings in this field into the concepts 
and practice of psychotherapy. An ar- 
ticle by her along these lines (“Extra- 


sensory Perception and Medical Re- 
search”) appeared the December 
number of The Practitioner. Dr. Buck 


will return to the Laboratory later this 
year on a Fulbright award. 


Books and Magazines 
Manas—a journal which has frequently 
taken note in its columns of the philo- 
sophical implications of the research 
findings in parapsychology—has recently 
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devoted two of its lead articles to dis- 
cussions of this sort. These articles are 
“Psychic Possibilities” (Oct. 17, 1951) and 
“Psychic and Spiritual Realities” (Nov. 
21, 1951). A third article in the book 
column (“Reaching Minds,” Nov. 7,1951) 
discusses the contributions of three “best- 
sellers” (The Uninvited, and more re- 
cently The Unforeseen, by Dorothy Mc- 
Cardle and Round the Bend by Nevil 
Shute) toward eliminating rigid bias 
against belief in the reality of psychic 
phenomena, especially as that bias has 
been fostered by orthodox science. 


Psychology, Religion and Healing by 
Leslie D. Weatherhead (Hodder and 
Stoughton Lt1., London) is a thorough- 
going study and evaluation of the various 
psychological methods of healing. Many 
of the phenomena described are related 
to or fall within the domain of parapsy- 
chology. The author is a distinguished 
Protestant clergyman, and his book is 
based on a thesis which he submitted to 
the University of London for his doctor- 
ate degree. 


In New Approaches to Dream Inter- 
pretation (Citadel Press) Nandor Fodor 
gives an important place to dreams that 
appear to be telepathically influenced. 
One chapter is devoted to telepathic 
dreams occurring under normal life situ- 
ations, such as the family relationships 
ot the author and his wife and daughter. 
Another describes similar dreams that 
are shared among the psychiatrist and his 
patients. The author suggests that te- 
lepathy, operating through a special un- 
conscious cognitive faculty, may occur 
much more commonly than we would sup- 
pose from the instances that are recog- 
nized, 


In attempting to show how mysticism 
can be interpreted in the light of modern 
knowledge and beliefs, Jacques de Mar- 
quette contrasts it with the various forms 
of psi. The latter (clairvoyance, etc.), 
he says, are “concerned with the per- 


ception of concrete and distinct objects, 
whether material or more ethereal, 
whereas the mystic shifts his interests 
from objects to their cause, from crea- 
tion to the Creator.” His book, Com- 
parative Mysticism (Philosophical Li- 
brary) is not otherwise concerned with 
parapsychology. 


In delivering the James Forrest Lec- 
ture for 1951 to the Institution of Civil 
Engineers in London, G. A. Maunsell 
pointed out that the researches in para- 
psychology, conducted in “the most rigid 
accord with the scientific code of prac- 
tice,” indicate a kind of phenomena which 
cannot be explained by the physical sci- 
ences. An abridged edition of the ad- 
dress was reprinted in the June 15 and 
the June 22 numbers of Engineering. 


The Preacher and I (Crown Publish- 
ers) is the autobiography of Charles 
Francis Potter, a pioneer in liberal re- 
ligion, Of particular interest to students 
of parapsychology is the chapter entitled 
(like the book Dr. Potter published in 
1939) “Beyond the Senses.” It describes 
the experiences which led him to carry 
out some ESP tests with his wife as 
subject and finally to an acceptance of 
the facts of ESP. 


Personal experiences of a_parapsy- 
chological nature figure in Glenn Clark’s 
most recent book, God’s Reach (Macal- 
ester Park Pub. Co.). The research in 
parapsychology is cited as proof to the 
author of a universal mind. 


Two books which have hitherto been 
available only in English editions are 
now being put out by American pub- 
lishers. G. N. M. Tyrrell’s Homo Faber, 
published in London by Methuen (see 
the last number of the BULLETIN) is now 
available under the title Man the Maker 
(E. P. Dutton and Co.). Harpers in 
the near future will publish The Clair- 
voyant Theory of Perception by M. M. 
Moncrieff issued in 1951 in England by 
Faber and Faber (see review in the Jour- 
nal of Parapsychology, December, 1951). 


The BuLietin, issued quarterly, is sent to all 
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